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Shaozhou Tuhua 


Shaozhou Tuhua (traditional: bp 'J'I'I ± iS ; simplified: bp 'J'I'I dl 3 
Shaozhou Tuhua "Shaoguan tuhua"), or simply Tuhua, is an 
unclassified Chinese variety spoken in the border region of the 
provinces Guangdong, Hunan and Guangxi . It is mutually 
unintelligible with Xiang, Cantonese, or Mandarin. 

Xiangnan Tuhua is the language of niishu, the "women's script" of 
Jiangyong County in Yongzhou, Hunan. 
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Classification 


Some scholars consider it to be an extension of Ping Chinese 
(Pinghua ) in Guangxi. Others consider it to have a foundation in 
Song dynasty -era Middle Gan, mixed with Hakka, Cantonese, and 
Southwestern Mandarin. There is likely also significant non-Chinese 
influence such as Yao, and it may even have started out as Sinicized 
Yao. [3] 

Chen (2012) notes that Shaoguan Tuhua of Shibei C R5? (in 
Zhenjiang D istrict) shares many similarities with Hakka of Qujiang 
District, due to intensive contact. 


Tuhua 

Shaozhou Tuhua, Xiangnan 

Tuhua, Yuebei Tuhua 

Shipo, Shina 

Native to 

China 

Region 

Hunan-Guang 

Ethnicity 

Chinese, Yao 

Native speakers 

(undated figure 
of 1 million)! 1 ^ 

Language 

Sino-Tibetan 

family 

■ Sinitic 


■ (unclassified) 


■ Tuhua 

Writing system 

Niishu, Latin, 
Chinese 

Language codes 

ISO 639-3 

None (mis) 

ISO 639-6 

sazo 

Glottolog 

qujil234 (htt 

p: //glottolog . o 

rg/resource/lan 


guoid/id/qujil2 

34 )! 2 1 

Linguasphere 

79-AAA-ph 

including 8 

varieties: 79- 

AAA-pha ... 79- 

AAA-phh 


Dialects 


Shaozhou Tuhua is also known as Yuebei Tuhua ® ^blhiS "Northern Guangxi/Guangdong Tuhua" in 
Guangxi and Guangdong and as Xiangnan Tuhua "Southern Hunanese Tuhua" or Hunan Tuhua in 

Hunan, and as HHiS shTpo hud "Shipo dialect", iEHSiS shina hud "Shina dialect",^ or shTpo 

sheng "Shipo accent"^ in its own region. It is also known as Pingdi Yaohua "Lowland Yao 

dialect"), locally Piongtuojo, Piongtoajeu ; "Yao" here might be a cultural designation, as only half of the 
one million speakers are classified as ethnic YaoJ 6 ^ 1 ] 

Li & Zhuang (2009) cover the following dialects of Shaoguan Tuhua 


























1. Dacun Qujiang District 

2. Xiangyang [rJPB, Wujiang District 

3. Shibei Zhenjiang District 

4. Zhoutian jlOEB, Renhua County 

5. Shitang 5UI, Renhua County 

6. Guitou Ruyuan County 

Zhang Shuangqing (2004) covers 5 dialects of Lianzhou Tuhua (jS'J'I'liiS).® 

1. Xingzi M-? dialect: 120,000 speakers in Xingzi M-?, Qingjiang ;ff>X, Shantang Tanling 

Dalubian townships, and parts of Mabu I and Yao’an townships 

2. Bao'an dialect: 30,000 speakers in Bao'an Township and parts of Longping 

Township 

3. Lianzhou SlHi dialect (locally called At24 pi55 sheng pa); 40,000 speakers in Lianzhou 
Township jS'J'I'III and Fucheng Township 

4. Xi'an 0^ dialect (locally called Mansheng Sl^): 30,000 speakers in Xi'an Township 

5. Fengyang ^PB dialect (locally called Mansheng 50,000 speakers in ^PB!1, and parts 
of Zhugang 7^, Dongpo JiRPiS, and Yao'an townships 

Distribution 


Tuhua is retreating before Cantonese and Hakka and is found in rural dialect islands in the northern 
Guangdong counties of Lechang, Renhua, Ruyuan Yao Autonomous County, Qujiang , Nanxiong, 
Zhenjiang, Wujiang (parts of Shaoguan prefecture-level city), and Lianzhou and Liannan Yao Autonomous 
County in Q ingyu an prefecture-level city. In Hunan it is found in the southeast, throughout most of 
Yongzhou prefecture (apart from Qiyang County in the northeast) and the western half of Chenzhou 
prefecture. 

See also 


■ Lingling dialect 

■ Maojia dialect 


Further reading 


■ Miyake, Marc. 2014. A dip into white waters. (Parts 1-4 (http://www.amritas.com/140913.htm), 
5-8 (http://www.amritas.com/140920.htm), 9-10 (http://www.amritas.eom/140927.htm#0922230 
2)). [Xiangnan Tuhua historical phonology] 
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